DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

never previously used to a subject about a member of
the Family :  there was the Prince of Wales, equally
angry, cutting short his stay in Vienna and fleeing
into Rumania in order not to be on Austrian soil
when his nephew arrived, and there was Emperor
William, as he unveiled a statue at Frankfort, accu-
sing his uncle of audaciously slandering his father.
But these Royal wranglings had, at that time, a serious
side, and Lord Salisbury, who was not easily alarmed,
expressed to the Queen his misgivings that they might
lead to perilous consequences.    She agreed that if
possible they must not be allowed to, but feared that
" with  such  a  hot-headed,   conceited  and wrong-
headed young man   (William)   this  might at ANY
moment become impossible"   But whatever the con-
sequences might be, she was determined to manage
the affairs of her Family  (Emperors or whoever)
exactly as she chose, without advice from anybody,
and her way was not to propitiate William but to
put him in his place.   He must be at once and un-
mistakably shown what she thought of his conduct to
his unhappy mother and of his rudeness to his uncle,
and she asked the Empress and her three unmarried
daughters to come and spend three months in England
with her. Both Lord Salisbury and the Prince thought
this was going too far : the Emperor would take it as
aimed at him, which was precisely what the Queen
intended.   Lord  Salisbury therefore  in their joint
names asked the Queen to postpone the Empress's
visit.   He got a remarkable telegram in reply, telling
him that no doubt he meant well, but the Queen
would not dream of doing so : " It would be no use,